Classic Selections

Where the Red Fern Grows, Wilson Rawls (Realistic Fiction)

Young Billy and his precious coonhound pups romp relentlessly through the Ozarks, trying to "tree" the elusive raccoon. In time, the inseparable trio wins the coveted gold cup in the annual coon-hunt contest, captures the wily ghost coon, and bravely fights with a mountain lion. When the victory over the mountain lion turns to tragedy, Billy grieves, but learns the beautiful old Native American legend of the sacred red fern that grows over the graves of his dogs. 

1984, George Orwell, Science Fiction

Winston Smith lives in a society where the government controls people's lives every second of the day.  Alone in his small one-room apartment, Winston dreams of a better life.  Is freedom from this life of suffering possible? There must be something that the Party cannot control, something like love, perhaps?
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, Jules Verne  (Science Fiction)
Originally published in 1870, Verne’s amazing undersea adventure is one of the earliest science fiction novels ever written. Since that time, generations of readers have plunged below the ocean’s waves with Captain Nemo and his first-ever submarine, The Nautilus. It’s a voyage of exploration and the imagination.
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer,  Mark Twain
"Tom Sawyer is a child who is bored of a city life; he wants to get out into the wild. However, when he notices a criminal murdering a guy in a graveyard, he gets scared. He then gets lost in a cave with the girl he has a crush on, but they both get out after finding a treasure." 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain (Adventure)

When Huckleberry Finn runs away from a live of abuse, he meets up with an old friend, the slave of Jim, who is also running away.  Together, they travel by raft down the Mississippi River, tumbling in and out of amazing adventures—from a floating house to a funeral, to a shipwreck, to a circus!
The Call of the Wild, Jack London  (Adventure/Historical Fiction)

Buck, the main character, is a 140 lb Saint Bernard/Scotch Shepherd cross which gives him the appearance of an exceptionally large dog. Buck leads a comfortable life as the pet of Judge Miller in the Santa Clara Valley of Northern California.  Judge Miller's gardener's assistant, Manuel, abducts the dog and sells him to a trainer of sled dogs, which were in great demand due to the discovery of a “yellow metal” in the frozen lands of the Yukon. Slowly introduced to the brutality of his new life, Buck is forced to survive and adapt to conditions in Alaska and the Yukon. 

The Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger  (Realistic Fiction)

The hero-narrator of "The Catcher in the Rye" is an ancient child of sixteen, a native New Yorker named Holden Caulfield. Through circumstances that tend to preclude adult, secondhand description, he leaves his prep school in Pennsylvania and goes underground in New York City for three days. The boy himself is at once too simple and too complex for us to make any final comment about him or his story. Perhaps the safest thing we can say about Holden is that he was born in the world not just strongly attracted to beauty but, almost, hopelessly impaled on it.

Frankenstein, Mary Shelly  (Gothic)  Horror/Romance

A frightening creation myth for our own time, Frankenstein remains one of the greatest horror stories ever written and is an undisputed classic of its kind.
The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck  (Realistic Fiction/Historical Fiction)

The Grapes of Wrath is a novel written by John Steinbeck that was first published in 1939. It tells the story of a poor immigrant family called the Joads who are forced to give up their farm because of bad economic circumstances and drought. They decide to move to California where they hope to be able to make a brand new start. Unfortunately thousands of other families think the same, and life out there turns out to be even harder than it was back in Oklahoma.
The Old Man and the Sea, Ernest Hemingway  (Novella/Drama)

The basic plot sees the old man, (an aging fisherman) who has not caught a single fish in 84 days, travel alone far out in the Gulf Sea. On the first day something takes his bait and he is sure it is a marlin. The majority of the story sees him trying to reel the giant fish in as he grows wearier due to lack of food, the strong sun, and no human. The old man bears the tension of his lines for two days and two nights; his left hand is both cramping and injured from the tension of the line but he keeps fighting.
The Red Badge of Courage, Stephen Crane (Historical Fiction)

The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane is a novel originally published in 1895 about the American Civil War of three decades earlier. It is one of the genuine classics of nineteenth century American letters and in many respects prefigures twentieth century understanding of the cost of total war. The conflagration between the Confederacy and the Union counts among the bloodiest in history and this is a significant testament, even if the author was born six years after hostilities ceased.
Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck  (Novella/Drama/Tragedy)

The is a tragic story of the complex bond between two migrant laborers in Central California. They are George Milton and Lennie Small, itinerant ranch hands who dream of one day owning a small farm. George acts as a father figure to Lennie, who is a very large, simpleminded man, calming him and helping to reign in his immense physical strength.
White Fang, Jack London  (Adventure)

White Fang tells the story of a half-wolf, half-dog nearly destroyed by the vicious cruelty of men. Brought to the very brink of his existence, White Fang is lucky enough to experience the one thing that can save him—human love.
Moby Dick, Herman Melville   (Adventure)
On a previous voyage, a mysterious white whale had ripped off the leg of a sea captain named Ahab. Now the crew of the Pequod, on a pursuit that features constant adventure and horrendous mishaps, must follow the mad Ahab into the abyss to satisfy his thirst for vengeance. Narrated by the cunningly observant crewmember Ishmael, Moby-Dick is the tale of the hunt for the elusive, omnipotent, and ultimately mystifying white whale.
The Cay, Theodore Taylor (Adventure/Historical Fiction)
Written in the 1960's, The Cay is about an eleven-year-old boy named Phillip Enright who lives on the Dutch island of Curaçao during World War II. The story is based on a real incident. One morning in spring 1942, U-boats from the German Navy attack tankers bringing oil from Lake Maracaibo in nearby Venezuela to Curaçao and its refineries. Life on the island, which had been somewhat idyllic despite the war, begins to change as the U-boat remains offshore and no shipping will come without a naval escort, which the U.S. cannot yet provide.

Treasure Island, Robert Louis Stevenson (Adventure)

When Jim Hawkins picks up the oiled, waterproofed envelope from Captain Flint’s sea chest, he has no idea that he holds the key to a valuable treasure map.  Joining the Hispaniola as cabin boy, along with the terrifying Long John Silver, Jim sets out on an extraordinary sea –faring quest to find the buried treasure.

A Wrinkle in Time, Madeleine L’Engle  (Science Fiction/Mystery/Fantasy)

Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly strangers and a search for Meg’s father, who disappeared while engaged in secret work for the government.

Island of the Blue Dolphins, Scott O'Dell (Adventure)

On a small island not too far from California, an Indian people live peacefully... until whale hunters, hungry for wealth, invade their shores. The tribe decides to abandon their home, but one girl, Karana, gets left behind. Now she must learn to take care of herself, and to confront the prohibitions imposed on females by her religious leaders.
